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Senior Corps—it’s a good way for Ameri-
cans to fight evil, and there’s all kinds of 
opportunities. Senior Corps is one oppor-
tunity; AmeriCorps is one; church, syna-
gogue, or mosque programs are another. 

As I said in my speech, if you don’t 
know where to serve your 2 years of public 
service or 4,000 hours over the rest of your 
lifetime, here’s a really good opportunity. 

Q. Is his opposition—does that threaten 
the program, threaten—— 

The President. No, I don’t think so. I 
think Congress understands that we need 
to provide opportunities for teachers to 
teach in the inner-city schools and seniors 
to provide homeland defense volunteer ac-
tivities. The key thing, the key point I was 
making in my speech is that many in the 
country are asking how they can help, how 
they can help fight terror. And one way 
to do so is through acts of kindness and 
compassion and decency. And the good 
news is, a lot of Americans are responding. 

Enron/Pension Reform 
Q. Mr. President, Senator Hollings yes-

terday asked for a special counsel to inves-
tigate your administration’s relations with 
Enron. How do you feel about that, sir? 

The President. I feel like Congress needs 
to pass my pension reform legislation I sent 

up there. I sent up a good piece of legisla-
tion that will help protect workers, and they 
ought to get after it and respond to that. 
Listen, this is a business problem, and my 
Justice Department is going to investigate. 
And if there’s wrongdoing, we’ll hold them 
accountable for mistreatment of employees 
and shareholders. 

Q. You don’t see a need for a special 
counsel? 

The President. I see a need for laws, 
and I see a need for a full investigation, 
and that’s what we’re providing. The Justice 
Department is gathering information, and 
we’re going to determine whether there 
was any wrongdoing. And if there is, there 
will be consequences. 

In the meantime, I’ve sent up pension 
reform legislation that Congress needs to 
get after. It’s a good piece of legislation, 
it will help workers, and we ought to do 
it now. 

Thank you, all. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:05 p.m. at 
the clinical microbiology laboratory in Scaife 
Hall, during a tour of the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change. 

Remarks at the University of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh 
February 5, 2002 

Thank you very much. Thanks for that 
warm welcome. It’s great to be back in 
Pittsburgh. Never did I think I’d come back 
and say, ‘‘America is under attack.’’ Never 
did I dream I’d come back to this beautiful 
city and say, ‘‘We’ve got to be on alert.’’ 
But here I am, and that’s what I’m saying. 

I walk in the Oval Office every morn-
ing—and by the way, walking in the Oval 
Office is a fabulous experience. [Laughter] 
It’s unimaginable. I can’t tell you what an 

honor it is. It is—it’s great. It is a beautiful 
office. I get there early in the morning. 
Spot, the dog, goes with me. [Laughter] 
I don’t let Barney go. Got a brand new 
rug, so he doesn’t get to go. [Laughter] 

But I sit at this magnificent desk. It’s 
a desk that was used by President Roo-
sevelt, President Kennedy, and President 
Reagan. And I read threats to the United 
States of America. Every morning, I’m re-
minded that my most important job is to 
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make our country secure, is to protect the 
homeland of the United States of America. 
And that’s what I want to talk to you all 
about today, how best to protect the home-
land. 

The best way to start to do so is to 
pick a good general, somebody who knows 
how to organize, somebody who’s tough, 
somebody who’s smart, and somebody who 
can articulate the issues we face. And I 
found a good one right here in Pennsyl-
vania in your former Governor. 

I’ve also got a great team, a wonderful 
team of Americans who are there to serve 
something greater than their own self-inter-
ests. Not only do I have a great foreign 
policy team, I’ve got a wonderful domestic 
policy team. And one of the key members 
of that team is a former Governor, friend 
of mine, who is doing a fabulous job, and 
that’s Tommy Thompson of Health and 
Human Services. 

I’m sorry your current Governor couldn’t 
be here, but he’s giving his budget address. 
I completely understand why he’s not here. 
But I also want to thank him publicly for 
his work in coordinating the antiterrorist 
activities of the State of Pennsylvania—the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania with the 
Federal Government. He’s doing a fine job, 
and you need to be proud of his efforts 
and his desire to make Pennsylvania as safe 
a place as possible. 

I also want to thank two Members of 
the United States Congress who are here: 
one Democrat, Mike Doyle; one Repub-
lican, Melissa Hart. The reason I bring 
them up with their party affiliations is there 
is no difference, as far as I can tell, in 
Washington, DC, about love for country. 
You don’t have to be a Republican to love 
the country or a Democrat to love the 
country. We all love our country. And one 
of the healthy things that I think is begin-
ning to happen in Washington, DC, is 
we’re beginning to recognize that it’s time 
to put aside partisan differences and focus 
on what’s best for America and do what’s 

right for our citizens. So I want to welcome 
you both here. Thank you. 

I also want to thank those who have 
briefed us on some of the innovative work 
that is going on here at the University of 
Pittsburgh as well as with Carnegie Mellon, 
Mike Wagner and Andrew Moore. They 
gave us a fascinating presentation of a pro-
gram I’m going to explain briefly in a sec-
ond. 

I appreciate D.A. Henderson, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Public Health Pre-
paredness, who’s traveled from Washington 
with us. D.A., where are you? Thank you 
for coming, D.A. D.A.’s got a big job. His 
job is to take some of the interesting things 
that have been developed in places such 
as Pittsburgh and make sure they’re dupli-
cated around the country, make sure others 
go to school on what you’ve done at this 
school, so that America is safe as it can 
possibly be. 

I also want to welcome Tony Fauci here 
of the NIH. Tony, thank you for coming. 
Tony does a fabulous job at the NIH. He 
represents a very important part of the re-
search and development arm of the United 
States. We’ve significantly boosted the NIH 
budget, not only to help fight the war 
against terror but also to help fight the 
war against disease. And I’m proud of the 
efforts of our NIH folks, and thanks for 
coming, Tony. 

I want to thank Mark Nordenberg for 
letting us come. It kind of strains the re-
sources when the President shows up, I 
fully understand. But thanks, Mark, for let-
ting us use your beautiful campus. And 
Jared Cohon as well, from Carnegie Mel-
lon, thank you for greeting us and briefing 
us today. And Arthur Levine, I want to 
thank you as well. You did a fine job of 
explaining what’s going on. And I look for-
ward to kind of sharing some of that with 
the American people. 

Homeland defense takes many forms. 
One, of course, is to secure our borders, 
to make sure we understand who’s coming 
in and out of our country. Part of making 
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sure America’s safe is to have as good infor-
mation as possible about what takes place 
in our ports of entry. That’s why I spent 
a little time in Maine the other day, talking 
about how we’re going to boost the pres-
ence of the Coast Guard, for example, to 
make sure our border and our homeland 
is secure as possible. 

Part of having a secure homeland is to 
have a good airport system that’s safe for 
people to travel, an airport system that is 
inspecting bags by inspectors who are quali-
fied to inspect bags. Part of a homeland 
defense is to have good intelligence sharing 
between the Federal, the State, and the 
local level. Part of homeland security is to 
have a first-responders mechanism that’s 
modern and current. And part of homeland 
security is to be prepared to fight any kind 
of war against bioterror, and that’s what 
I want to spend some time talking about 
today. 

Some of us remember that back in the 
fifties we had what was called the DEW 
line on the Arctic Circle, to warn us if 
enemy bombers were coming over the 
North Pole to attack America. Well, here 
in Pittsburgh, I had the honor of seeing 
a demonstration of the modern DEW line, 
a real-time outbreak and disease surveil-
lance system, developed right here, which 
is one of the country’s leading centers on 
monitoring biological threats. 

What we saw was how to take real data 
on a real-time basis to determine if there 
was a outbreak of any kind, including a 
terrorist attack. The best way to protect 
the homeland is to understand what’s tak-
ing place on the homeland, so we can re-
spond. And so the modern-day DEW line, 
to me, was fascinating. And I appreciate 
those who have worked so hard to come 
up with a incredibly useful tool for Amer-
ica, a useful tool to protect ourselves. 

I also appreciate the fact that the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon In-
stitute launched what’s called a biomedical 
security institute to help protect the Nation 

in all ways from the insidious biological at-
tack. 

You know, I’ve come to realize, having 
spent some time in Pittsburgh and particu-
larly after hearing the briefings today, that 
while Pittsburgh used to be called ‘‘Steel 
Town,’’ you need to call it ‘‘Knowledge 
Town.’’ There’s a lot of smart people in 
this town, and I’m proud to report to my 
fellow citizens, they’re working in a way 
to make America safe. 

A lot of the money, obviously, comes 
from the State Government, and for that 
we are grateful. But the Federal Govern-
ment has a role to play, as well. I’m proud 
to say the Department of Defense, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, the Department of Health and 
Human Services all provide financial sup-
port to the Biomedical Security Institute. 
But as you can tell from reading the news-
papers and tell from my—hopefully, if you 
listened to my State of the Union Address, 
I have made the homeland security a top 
budget priority. And I ask Congress to re-
spond in a positive way to this request. 

For example, we’re asking for $1.6 bil-
lion. This is additional money for State and 
local governments to help hospitals and 
others improve their ability to cope with 
any bioterror attack. One, it’s important to 
be able to recognize what’s happening, and 
secondly, we’ve got to respond, respond in 
a modern way, a way that will help the 
American people survive any attack if it 
were to come. I want to make sure that 
each region around the country has the 
proper equipment and the right amount of 
medicine for the victims of any attack, 
should it occur. 

We’ve got to upgrade our communica-
tions, not only between the Federal Gov-
ernment and the State government but be-
tween State governments and local commu-
nities and between counties and local juris-
dictions. We’ve got to be able to talk to 
each other better, so that there’s real-time 
communications, so that we can share infor-
mation in a crisis. Information sharing will 
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help save lives. And so part of the money 
is to bring our systems up to speed, to 
make them more modern and more respon-
sive. 

The budget also adds $2.4 billion to de-
velop new test protocols and new treat-
ments for bioterror weapons. We were able 
to save lives during the anthrax outbreak, 
but some infections were identified too 
late, and some people were too badly in-
fected to save. We must do everything in 
our power, everything to protect our fellow 
Americans. We need better testing, better 
vaccines, and better drugs if America is 
going to be as safe as it can possibly be. 

And there’s some hopeful news. Sci-
entists tell us that research we do to fight 
bioterrorism is likely to deliver great new 
advances in the treatment of many other 
diseases, such as tuberculosis, pneumonia, 
malaria, and HIV/AIDS. The monies we 
spend to protect America today are likely 
to yield long-term benefits, are likely to 
provide some incredible cures to diseases 
that many years ago never thought would 
be cured. It’s an investment that will pay 
off not only for better security but for bet-
ter health. And I ask Congress to support 
me on spending this money. 

We’re also going to expand our Nation’s 
stockpile of antibiotics and vaccines. We’re 
going to have more of these important anti-
biotics and vaccines readily available. By 
the end of the current fiscal year, we’ll 
have enough antibiotics on hand to treat 
up to 20 million people for anthrax, plague, 
and other bioterrorist diseases. We’re pre-
paring for the worst. We’ll provide funds 
to States to make sure they can distribute 
medicines swiftly. 

And we’re also going to expand our bio-
terror intelligence service. During the Ko-
rean war, we created what was called an 
Epidemic Intelligence Service to help de-
fend America if any of our cold war en-
emies tried to use bioweapons against us. 
Now we need to adapt the EIS to a new 
era and to a new mission. We’ll make the 
commitment to expand and modernize the 

service and to work with scientists in this 
country and friendly nations around the 
world. 

All in all, my budget will commit almost 
$6 billion to defend ourselves against bio-
terrorism—as Tom mentioned, an increase 
of over 300 percent. It’s money that we’ve 
got to spend. It’s money that will have a 
good impact on the country. It’s money 
that will enable me to say that we’re doing 
everything we can to protect America at 
home. 

But I want to remind you all, the surest 
way to protect America at home is to find 
the enemy where it hides and bring them 
to justice. The surest way to protect Amer-
ica is to unleash the mighty arm of our 
United States military and find the killers, 
wherever they hide, and rout them out and 
bring them to justice. 

History has called us into action, here 
at home and internationally. We’ve been 
given a chance to lead, and we’re going 
to seize the moment in this country. As 
we’ve mentioned more than once, what we 
do here at home is going to have lasting 
impact for a long time. And I want to tell 
you what we’re doing abroad is going to 
have lasting impact, as well. 

I view this as an opportunity to secure 
the peace for a long time coming. I view 
this as a struggle of tyranny versus freedom, 
of evil versus good. And there’s no in-be-
tween, as far as I’m concerned. Either 
you’re with us, or you’re against us. Either 
you stand for a peaceful world for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren, either you’re 
willing to defend freedom to its core, or 
you’re going to be against the mighty 
United States of America. I truly believe 
that by leading the world, by rallying a 
vast coalition, by holding people account-
able for murderous deeds, the world will 
be a more peaceful place for our children 
and our grandchildren. And I’m honored, 
and I’m proud to report this country under-
stands what I just said. 

We are patient; we’re deliberate. Oh, I 
know the news media likes to say, ‘‘Where’s 
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Usama bin Laden?’’ He’s not the issue. The 
issue is international terror. I like our 
chances against bin Laden, however. 
[Laughter] There’s no cave deep enough 
for him to hide. He can run, and he thinks 
he can hide, but we’re not going to give 
up until he and every other potential killer 
and every other body who hates freedom 
will be brought to justice. 

You know, the enemy hit us, and they 
said, ‘‘Oh, this great country is going to 
wilt. They’re not great. They’re weak.’’ I 
like to needle them by saying they must 
have been watching too much daytime TV. 
[Laughter] They got the wrong impression 
of America, because quite the opposite is 
happening. We’re unified; we’re focused; 
we are deliberate; we’re patient. We’re cer-
tain of our values and sure of the need 
to defend freedom. And for that, the 
enemy is going to pay a serious price. 

You know, I’m asked all the time here 
at home, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ Well, 
when I look out and see the docs, every 
day you show up for work you’re helping, 
by helping develop some antibiotic or per-
haps helping some poor person who can’t 
afford health care. 

The reason I bring that up is because 
I think the way to fight off evil is to do 
some acts of goodness. See, the great 
strength of the country is the hearts and 
souls of our fellow Americans. And the best 
way to declare our position, the best way 
to make our position known to the world, 
is through what I like to call the gathering 
momentum of millions of acts of kindness 
and compassion and decency, acts of com-
passion and decency which take place on 
a daily basis, in all kinds of ways. 

People say, ‘‘How can I help?’’ Well, just 
walk across the street and tell a shut-in 

you love her, and what can you do to visit, 
to make her day complete? Or how about 
mentoring a child in a school and teaching 
that child how to read? Maybe if you’re 
interested in helping fight the war on ter-
ror, you should become a mentor to a child 
whose mother or dad may be in prison, 
so that child can have somebody put their 
arm around them and say, ‘‘I love you. In 
America, it belongs just as much to you 
as it does to me.’’ 

Now, there’s all kinds of ways to join 
this war against terror. And it starts by 
Americans leading with their heart. There’s 
no doubt in my mind we’ll make the right 
decisions here at home. There is no doubt 
in my mind that the United States will pre-
vail in the war of terror. And there’s no 
doubt in my mind that out of the incredible 
evil that was done, great goodness will 
come, and America will be better off for 
it. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in 
the Ball Room at the Masonic Temple. In 
his remarks, he referred to Director of 
Homeland Security Tom Ridge, who intro-
duced the President; Gov. Mark Schweiker 
of Pennsylvania; Michael M. Wagner, direc-
tor, Biomedical Security Institute, Mark A. 
Nordenberg, chancellor, and Arthur Levine, 
dean, School of Medicine, University of Pitts-
burgh; Andrew W. Moore, director, Bio-
medical Security Institute, and Jared L. 
Cohon, president, Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity; and Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al 
Qaida terrorist organization. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 
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Remarks on Economic Stimulus Legislation and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
February 5, 2002 

The President. I was just informed that 
the Senate will not vote out a stimulus 
package. I’m very disappointed. There’s a 
lot of workers who hurt, and they need 
help. Our economy, while there’s some 
good news, needs more stimulus. I still 
think we need to pass a bill that will help 
workers and help stimulate the economy. 
You know, we got a good bill out of the 
House, and I believe that we had a good 
chance to get a good bill out of the Senate 
last fall; there was enough votes to pass 
the bill. And I’m just disappointed. I 
think—I think we need a good stimulus 
package. 

Q. [Inaudible]—for a regular breakfast 
this week? 

The President. No, no, we’re meeting 
next week. But I mean, I don’t need to 
have a meeting, a breakfast to express my 
disappointment. I’m disappointed. I think 
people need to—workers need help, and 
I think we need to stimulate the economy 
with some wise policy. And we’re working 

hard on this issue. I talked about it—gosh, 
I remember going to the Midwest to talk 
about it; I think I talked about in the Mid-
west right after the attacks. We’ve been 
working with both Republicans and Demo-
crats to try to forge a good package. You 
know, I’m just sorry it hasn’t happened. 
I hope they do reconsider and pass a good 
bill. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. I can’t hear you. 
Q. Are you saying they’re not listening? 
The President. You need to talk to them. 

I’m just—what I’m saying is, I’m dis-
appointed we don’t have a package. Work-
ers need help, and we need to stimulate 
the economy. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, upon 
returning from Pittsburgh, PA. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 

Exchange With Reporters in New York City 
February 6, 2002 

Assistance for New York City 
Q. Can you answer a quick—about the 

$20 billion? 
The President. Yes, absolutely. 
Q. When are we going to get it, and 

why does there seem a reluctance—— 
The President. Oh, there’s no reluctance. 

The $20 billion needs to come to New 
York. And that’s $20 billion, by the way, 
not including the Victims’ Compensation 
Fund. And I look forward to working with 
the New York delegation, the Governor, 
and the mayor to make sure that the Lib-

erty Zone and the Liberty Bonds become 
reality. Now, that’s one way for us to help 
New York rebuild herself, and a vital part 
of our economy and economic growth is 
to have a vibrant New York City. 

And so the $20 billion is coming. A lot 
of it has already come; there’s more to 
come. And I look forward to working in 
a way to get it done. 

Q. Have you had any chance to talk to 
Mitch Daniels and say, ‘‘Be a little nicer 
to New York’’? 
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